EXECUTION OF WALKER
 
HERE IS OUTSTANDING EVENT IN HISTORY

    
Below we are publishing an account of the first and only hanging in Wayne county.  
The execution of Laban T. Walker is one of the outstanding events of Wayne county's 
history.  The following facts are taken from Hardesty's Encyclopedia:

    
The only civil execution that has ever taken place in Wayne county was that of Laban 
T. Walker for the murder of Patrick Nolen at Virginia Point (now Kenova) on the 21st 
day of August 1878.  After shooting his victim he fled to the Ohio shore, but the 
same evening was arrested and brought back to Ceredo, where he had a preliminary 
hearing before S. D. Ward, who sent him to jail to await the action of the grand 
jury.  At the March term of the circuit court for 1879 upon the evidence of Johnson 
Fry, Dr. J. T. Wharton and Patrick McLeece, and indictment for murder was found 
against him.  He refused to go to trial, and it was postponed until the next term.
    
On the 9th day of August, 1879, he was brought into court and placed on trial for 
his life.  He pled not guilty to the charge, and the court then appointed the Hon. 
Eustace Gibson, of Cabell county, now a member of Congress from the 4th District of 
West Virginia, to defend him.  A jury was then empanneled, composed of the following 
named gentlemen:  Alvis Maynard, Eli Adams, Charles Tooley, Andrew J. Fry, Joel Adkins, 
M. A. Stephenson, Samuel Roberts, Michael Peters, Marion Preston, George P. Dillon, 
Anthony Hampton and Levi Hampton.  The day closed;  the jury was placed in the custody 
of the sheriff, and the prisoner was remanded to jail.  On the morning of the 10th both 
jury and prisoner were returned to court, and the trial continued throughout the day.  
On the 12th the counsel for both prisoner and State closed, and late in the evening the 
case went to the jury, and, on the morning of the 13th, after a short consultation, it 
came into court and rendered the following verdict:  "We, the jury, find the prisoner, 
Labon Walker, guilty of murder in the first degree as charged in the within indictment."  
The prisoner was then returned to jail to await the sentence of the court.
    
On the 16th he was brought into court, and when asked the question if he "had anything 
to say why sentence of death should not be pronounced upon him,"  made no reply.  Judge 
Evermont Ward then sentenced him to be taken by the sheriff from the jail to some 
convenient place on the 28th day of November, 1879, and there be hung until dead.  
He was then taken back to jail to await execution.
    
At length the fatal day arrived.  It was a dark, gloomy morning, but despite the 
descending rain the crowd began to arrive, and by noon from seven to ten thousand 
persons from this and adjacent counties were swaying through the streets of the 
little village.  A scaffold had been erected in the court house yard, and at 2 p. m. 
the doomed man walked forth from the jail, and assisted by the sheriff and jailor 
went to the scaffold.  He ascended it;  the black cap was drawn, the rope adjusted, 
and Laban Walker, in the 21st year of his age, swung into eternity.  Twenty minutes 
later, Drs. C. R. Enslow and G. R. Burgess pronounced his life extinct, and the body 
was cut down and given to friends, who removed it to Catlettsburg, where it was 
interred.  This ended the first and last execution in Wayne county. 

